
VISION
 

Today’s Science is Tomorrow’s Medicine

MISSION
EACR galvanises excellence in multidisciplinary cancer research by:

Fostering interactions between researchers
Fostering collaboration between its members
Organising cutting edge scientific meetings

Educating and supporting the next generation of cancer scientists
Championing the importance of curiosity-driven research

Strategic Plan
2022-2023

TWO-YEAR PLAN
The EACR is more than 50 years old.  Never in its history has there been such a period 
of change, uncertainty and disruption as we have witnessed since March 2020 with the 
arrival of Covid-19. The pandemic has challenged each and every one of us; so many 
have experienced personal tragedies that it is hard to comprehend the numbers. Our 
personal and our working lives have been transformed. Those transformations are 
stressful and we are all beginning to realise that our lives will never be exactly the same 
again.

So it has been for the EACR. Our ways of working, of delivering our services to our 
members, of generating funding to ensure our survival, have all been utterly changed.  
And yet, we are emerging from the pandemic in many ways as a stronger and more 
accessible organisation.

We moved our conferences online, using innovative networking tools to enable members to continue to present their research 
globally, to meet and talk with peers and to learn from each other. 

We have introduced entirely new member benefits: webinars available free of charge, an online collaboration tool, a Fellowship 
scheme with industry, meaning that for the first time in our history we can directly fund the work of our members. We even 
launched an online Science Book Club!

As we reviewed our 2017-2021 strategic plan, it was clear that so much of what we do and how we do it will never be the same 
again.  We are still not through the pandemic, but we have a clear idea of how to steer our organisation through the next two 
years. Here we set out our aims and priorities. It is my pleasure to work with the Board and the staff to bring these aims to 
fruition.

Rene Bernards
EACR President 2022 – 2024



FOSTERING COLLABORATION 
BETWEEN OUR MEMBERS1

Our 10,000+ members are the heart of our organisation and the very 
reason for our existence. We know that what our members value most are 
the opportunities we create for them to meet each other, develop their 
scientific networks and be part of a global cancer research community. 

Fostering and championing high quality basic cancer research remains the 
EACR’s prime priority. We will further strengthen this focus whilst continuing to 
demonstrate the translation of research into proof of concept human studies.
 

We will:
◊ Encourage new members to join the EACR, from diverse personal and professional backgrounds.  

We would like more physician scientists to become EACR members, so that we can encourage 
collaboration between basic science and the clinic.

◊ Seek  to  represent  and  involve  under-represented  groups  in  cancer  research  wherever  we  can.

◊ Keep membership fees low and offer reduced rates to members in countries with low and middle 
income economies, and free membership to members of our affiliated National Societies.

◊ Continue to offer Travel Fellowships to our members to enable them to develop their research by 
visiting centres of excellence in different countries.

◊ Establish new research funding schemes supported by the pharmaceutical industry.

◊ Create an innovative online digest of all the latest and most important journal articles, available 
open access and in one place.

◊ Work in partnership with our affiliated National Societies and other organisations to expand our 
reach and bring our members into contact with researchers further afield.



We are proud of our conferences; small, focused meetings 
with a reputation for scientific and organisational excellence. 
In 2020, we took these online and enabled a whole new 
audience to experience our events.

Our congresses are also important to us; they help us to forge our own identity, to 
raise our profile and to generate funding to enable us to continue our work. 

For our members, we have developed a Meet the Expert webinar series which has proved immensely 
popular.  We have also created a video library so that members can look back on all of the webinars, and 
watch selected talks from conferences.

We will:
◊ Continue to deliver scientific conferences of the highest quality, always providing 

opportunities for discission, debate and interaction.  We will return to in-person conferences 
when circumstances allow but we note the demand for, and appreciation of, the virtual 
conferences we have offered since 2020 and our members’ desire for these to be continued 
post-pandemic.

◊ Always offer free or discounted registration rates to our members an continue to provide 
bursaries.

◊ Introduce innovative new ways to support the education and development of cancer 
researchers, recognising that attending conferences can be out of the reach of many of our 
members.

◊ Review the topics we address at our events to ensure they cover the full bench to clinic 
spectrum.

ORGANISING CUTTING EDGE 
SCIENTIFIC MEETINGS
EDUCATING THE NEXT GENERATION 
OF CANCER SCIENTISTS
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We believe we need to speak out on matters of interest and concern 
to our members. We know that our members’ biggest challenge is securing 
funding for their research. We will be vocal about the need to protect the future 
of curiosity-driven fundamental research by providing a supportive and well-
funded environment at a European level.  We will work with other organisations 
internationally to highlight the importance of today’s basic scientific research in 
the health breakthroughs of the future.

We will:
◊ Advocate the need to protect the future of basic cancer research, including the need to provide 

adequate funding at a European level.

◊ Work closely with the European Academy of Cancer Sciences (EACS) to contribute to the 
development of European cancer policy.

◊ Do more to highlight to the public the importance of basic cancer research and the impact it has 
had on cancer prevention, diagnosis, and treatment. 

CHAMPIONING THE 
IMPORTANCE OF CURIOSITY-
DRIVEN CANCER RESEARCH 
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