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I am Professor of Pathology at the Medical Faculty and Senior Researcher at the
Institute of Molecular Pathology and Immunology of the University of Porto
(IPATIMUP), where I lead the Carcinogenesis Group (www.ipatimp.pt). I got my
degree in Medicine and the Doctor’s degree from the Medical Faculty of Porto, in 1979
and 1993. I did part of my research at the Radium Hospital in Oslo, and at the
University of Copenhagen. My main interest is on mucins and mucin glycosylation in
gastric carcinogenesis. I participated in the organization of international meetings,
published over 100 papers in peer-reviewed journals, authored/co-authored 7 book
chapters and was a Council member of EACR from 1993-1996. I have been serving as
an editorial board member and reviewer for several journals in the fields of cancer,
gastroenterology and mucin glycobiology.

As a Council member of EACR I understood the importance of EACR as an European
forum for cancer researchers, covering the spectrum from clinical to basic sciences,
where fragmentation of cancer research could be overcome. Together with Mike Price
we envisioned to organize an EACR Congress in Portugal which was not possible at the
time. The objective was to bring more Portuguese scientists to EACR in an attempt to
improve the situation in Portugal where there is no national cancer research
organization. Oncology Institutes are invaluable for patients treatment but unfortunately
do not have structured cancer research programs engraved in their mission. That was
one of the reasons why we built an Associated Laboratory with the Ministry of Science
in 1989 – IPATIMUP – having cancer research as its main mission. We, at IPATIMUP,
are engaged in getting involved again in EACR bodies as a mean for contributing to the
insertion of EACR in the Portuguese cancer research community and building a
network of cancer researchers in Portugal.


